NOTICE

Enforcement of child custody orders

You have come to the Judges’ Chambers, Court Administrator’s Office
Or Prothonotary’s office without counsel generally asking about the enforcement of a
particular custody order. None of these offices can give you legal advise nor can they
provide you with a free lawyer if you cannot afford one. A judge is not permitted to discuss
the case with you even if someone violates a court order. There are procedural remedies
available to you which you must follow.

We give you the following suggestions:

1. The primary way to enforce a custody order is in a contempt of court
proceeding which begins when you file a contempt petition with the court.

P We encourage yi)u to contact an attorney to advise you on this matter as legal
matters can be complicated and'your rights permanently affected.

) If you cannot afford an attorney the court will not appoint an attorney for you
in child custody cases. You may contact Northwest Legal Services at 231 Chestnut Street,
Meadville, Pennsylvania, telephone 814.724.1040 to see if it will provide free legal services
to you. It is not obligated to do so.

4. If you wish to proceed without a lawyer then we offer the following as a guide
if you want a custody order enforced:

a. you must file a proper petition with the court. The Prothonotary and the court

administrator have a form that you may use for this purpose. The purpose of the

petition is to set forth the relevant background and to briefly summarize why you
think the other party has violated a custody order.

b. You must attach the following to the petition:

A A copy of the latest custody order as Exhibit A.

il. A notice and order to appear.



