March 13, 2008

From the Office of the of the Regional Director
Philadelphia Passport Agency

PROOF OF US CITIZENSHIP

The DS —11, Passport Application, states:

Section 1, Proof of US Citizenship, paragraph a., APPLICANTS BORN IN
THE UNITED STATES, presently states that the birth certificate a passport applicant
submits, "must include the applicant's full name, the full name of the applicant's par-
ents, date and place of birth, sex, date the birth record was filed, and the seal or
other certification of the official custodian of records."

The underlined portion above (the full name of the applicant's parents)
does not apply to adults 16 years of age or older.

An adult (16 years of age or older) applying for a US passport
using a DS-11, Application for a US Passport, can submit either a
Short Form Birth Certificate or Long Form Birth Certificate as
proof of U.S. citizenship.

NOTE: applicants subject to the two-parent consent requirement (minor un-
der 16 years of age) must submit a Long Form Birth Certificate to establish the rela-
tionship of the parents/guardian(s).

A Long Form Birth Certificate (which reflects the full name of the appli

cant's parents) is required for all applicants under 16 years of age to es
tablish the child's relationship to the parents/guardian(s).



Special Requirements For Children

As Directed By Public Law 106-113 and 22 CFR 51.28:

To submit a DS-11, Application For A U.S. Passport for a child under age 16 both parents or the
child’s legal guardian(s) must appear and present the following:

« Evidence of the Child’s U.S. citizenship,
« Evidence of the child’s relationship to parents/guardian(s), AND
« Parental/guardian identification.
If only one parent appears you must also submit one of the following:
e Second parent’s notarized written statement consenting to passport issuance for the child,
« Primary evidence of sole authority to apply, OR
e A written statement (made under penalty of perjury) explaining the second parent’s un-
availability.
As Directed by regulation 22CFR 51.21 and 51.28:

Each minor child applying for a passport book and/or passport card must appear in person.
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