
Rule 528.     REQUIREMENTS FOR REAL ESTATE BAIL. 

 

(1) If real estate is offered as bail set for a defendant, whether before an Issuing 

Authority or the Court, the owner of the real estate, to qualify as surety and post 

real estate as bail, must file a letter from an attorney licensed in Pennsylvania 

which contains the following: 

 

(a) The assessed value and fair market value of the real estate as contained 

among the assessment records of the county in which the real estate is 

located or alternatively, a real estate appraisal prepared by a certified 

Pennsylvania real estate appraiser establishing the fair market value for 

the real estate. 

 

(b) The exact name(s) of the record title holder(s). 

 

(c) A list of liens against the real estate together with the amount of the lien 

of record, the actual current payoff amount of the lien and the date the 

lien was entered. 

 

(d) A list of all unpaid taxes due and owing. 

 

(e) A certification that a lien search has been completed and the attorney 

finds that after subtracting any outstanding liens from the fair market 

value of the real estate, there remains a sufficient amount of equity to 

cover the amount of the bond to be posted. 

 

(2) Upon receiving a letter containing such information, the District Attorney shall 

promptly review the request.  If satisfied that there is adequate equity, the District 

Attorney shall notify the Clerk of Courts that the real estate bond may be 

accepted.  If the District Attorney does not believe there is sufficient equity or 

refuses to accept the real estate bond for any reason, the District Attorney shall 

promptly notify the defendant’s counsel so that a hearing may be requested 

and/or alternate bond may be posted.  In all events, the District Attorney’s Office 

shall respond in one of the ways indicated above within one business day of 

receiving the required letter. 

 


