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WHERE ARE YOU FROM?
I grew up in southwestern Pennsylvania in Indiana Borough, the county seat of Indiana County. Living in Meadville reminds 
me of the small-town atmosphere and friendly community where I was raised.

WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST JOB?
When I turned 16, I started working for the Boy Scouts of America as a staff member at Camp Seph Mack, a summer camp 
located at Yellow Creek State Park. I worked there for over seven years and had various jobs while on staff, which ranged 
from a program area instructor to overseeing all camp sites and coordinating with camp visitors. 

WHAT DID YOU STUDY IN COLLEGE?
As an undergraduate student at Indiana University of Pennsylvania I studied environmental geography and regional 
planning. Then as a graduate student at Ohio State University I took course work in city and regional planning with a 
specialization on design and community planning. 

HOW DID YOU GET INTO PLANNING?
During my undergraduate studies I had the opportunity to study abroad in England. I was changing majors at the time and 
took a class that focused on community planning and geographic information systems. I remember returning to the states 
thinking that I needed to find more classes about building communities with technology.

WHAT WAS THE JOURNEY THAT BROUGHT YOU TO CRAWFORD COUNTY?
My journey to Crawford County started with a choice. That choice was to marry my girlfriend from college. My wife, who 
is originally from Crawford County, and I started dating in college as undergraduates. After graduation, she was hired 
to teach by a school district in Crawford County. Skip forward ten years through dating, living, and working in separate 
communities to when we got married. After the wedding we immediately started job hunting where the other person 
was working at the time and I fortunately was offered a position here. Now that we’ve chosen to buy a house and start a 
family, I consider Crawford County our home.

WHAT SKILLSET ARE YOU MOST LOOKING FORWARD TO USING IN CRAWFORD COUNTY?
I like to problem solve, which has translated over into my career as helping improve communities through urban design 
and graphics. I enjoy taking complex subjects and attempting to make them digestible for the general public through 
graphic images, maps, and presentations. I look forward to working with citizens across the county who are care about 
their communities. 

WHAT THREE WORDS BEST DESCRIBE YOU?
I would pick: courteous, genuine, and passionate.

WHAT IS SOMETHING FOLKS MIGHT NOT KNOW ABOUT YOU?
I am a massive fan of professional hockey, specifically the Penguins. Many folks know that about me, but folks probably 
don’t know that I have a bucket list goal to see an NHL game in every arena in the league. 

WHAT WOULD YOU SING AT KARAOKE NIGHT? 
I’m not a great singer, but I am a huge fan of Jimmy Buffet’s music. I’d probably sing Bama Breeze or Son of a Son of a 
Sailor.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PLACE IN CRAWFORD COUNTY?
My favorite place in Crawford County is probably a street: Chestnut Street in Meadville. It reminds me of the quintessential 
small-town main street that so many communities across Pennsylvania are trying to recreate. The shops may change, but 
the vibrancy stays the same. 

WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO DO IN YOUR SPARE TIME?
Although I don’t get a lot of spare time and I’m not a fan of flying, if I get the chance to travel I take advantage of the 
opportunity to do so with family and friends. Not only do I get to experience new and exciting places, but I typically take 
mental notes with ideas of what might be replicated in communities where I work.  

WHAT IS THE LAST BOOK YOU READ?
My wife and I often read to our daughter before bed, so the last book that I read was How Do Dinosaurs Go To Sleep by 
Jane Yolen. 


